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another, while much of Byzantine literature was theological.
Even after the Turkish Conquest the Church remained as
the heir of the Byzantine tradition in the Near East, as it is on
Mount Athos to-day. In little Montenegro till the middle of
the last century such was the influence of the ecclesiastical
tradition that the Bishop, or Vladika^ was also the secular
ruler. Even now wherever in the Christian East political life
is rendered impossible by the form of the Government, the
public finds a substitute in ecclesiastical discussion: shall,
for instance, the Metropolitan of Rhodes be head of an auto-
cephalous Church or dependent upon the Oecumenical
Patriarch? The form of Balkan and Aegean Christianity
came from Palestine by way of Byzantium; the Oecumenical
Patriarch was the propagandist of the Byzantine Empire.
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